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duty when it protects the young by legislation and
leaves adults to the judgment of public opinion.
Such legislation would not be likely to cause any
breach of the peace such as abolishing penalties for
burglary, and it already exists in the case of homo-
sexual women; for I believe that Austria is the
only country where any penalty is inflicted on such
women.

What offends humanitarian sentiment to-day is
that judges and magistrates make no allowance for
the possibility of the disposition in question being
congenital, and from this point of view it is as futile
to punish such persons as it was for the worthy
citizens of Basle to burn a cock alive in the year 1474
for having been accused and convicted of laying an
egg. The fate of the cock was at least excused by
the belief that monsters such as the basilisk were
said to emerge from such eggs; whereas our judges
and magistrates do nothing but relieve and express
their own physical disgust in terms of virtuous
indignation. Virtuous indignation thus inspired
accounts for the unscientific severity of sentences
where young people are not concerned; and this
severity is even worse in the Navy, where far more
severe sentences (such as five years' penal servitude
as well as dismissal from the service) are inflicted
than in civilian courts, although for obvious reasons
there is more excuse for such offences in the Navy.
The present state of the law, even apart from its
administration, is also responsible for the most dis-
graceful blackmail; and in my professional experi-
ence such blackmailers have usually been Germans.
There are some terrible instances of this given in